Dragon Evolution
Unbeknownst to most humans, dragons really do exist and have so for the last 200 million years.  They are a mysterious branch that managed to develop alongside the dinosaurs, but have continued to survive. Most people do not see or recognize them due to their evolutionary adaptations.
Phylogeny/Classification

Domain – Eukarya
Kingdom – Animalia

Phylum – Chordata

Sub-Phylum – Vertebrata

1) Class – Coelurosaurvia (rod-winged flyers)
a) Order – Dracromophidae (dracomorphs)
i) Semiorder – Dragonia (dracomorph with flapping flight)
(1) Suborder – Draconia (dragons)
(a) Family – Dracorexidae (guivres & kunckers)
(i) Subfamily – Dracorexinae

i. Genus – Draconis (guivres)
(ii) Subfamily – Nimibiaquini/Terradracia

1. Tribe – Nimibiaquini

a. Subtribe – Nimibiaquina

i. Genus – Neodraco (knuckers)
ii. Genus – Pleurocanthus (dragon turtles)
b. Subtribe – Lapisoculidina

i. Genus – Lapisoculidus(multi-leggers)
2. Tribe – Dracanguillini

i. Genus – Dracovermis (orms)
ii. Genus – Megaserpentes (sea orms)
(b) Incertae sedis (unknown relationship to other geni)
i. Genus – Hydrus (multiheaded dragons)

(c) Family – Wyverndae (wyverns & kin)

i. Genus –Dracopterus (wyverns)

ii. Genus – Ouroborus (lindworms)

iii. Genus – Viperigallo (cockatrice)

iv. Genus – Virmidraco (amphipteres)

For this project, you and your partner are researching a specific example of a biome (i.e. the Great Barrier Reef of the Sub-tidal Biome). While “studying” this area, you have “discovered” a dragon. Upon your “return” to the academic and scientific communities, you must turn in a report detailing your “expedition” and your new species.
Your report should include the characteristics of the ecosystem, including biotic and abiotic factors. How everything is interdependent. And then the details on your species. Including the approximate size, structure, color and other characteristics unique to the dragon.

General Outline:
· Introduction

· Hook – What interesting fact, startling statement, or quote could you use to hook your reader? 

· What background information should your reader know? This is where you should talk about the ecosystem. Consider your audience and what they would already know.

· What are you going to talk about in this report and why? Be sure to mention the full name of your species.

· General information

· What is your animal?
· What does it look like, what are its characteristics? How has it evolved to survive the last 65 million years?

· Within this ecosystem, what is your species habitat?
· Your animal’s place in the ecosystem

· What is the ecological niche for your species? Describe how it fits into its ecosystem as a producer, consumer, decomposer, or combination of these. 

· How would the destruction of your species affect the ecosystem? 

· What would happen if we do nothing to stop the decline of this species? 

· Impacts on your species

· What influences the biological success of your species? 

· Directly and indirectly, how do humans negatively impact your species? 

· Conservation and politics

· What factors could alleviate or diminish the negative human influences on your species? 

· How do politics on both sides of the conservation issue play a role in the survival of your species? 

· What are some solutions that could help reduce the negative impacts, but still support human and business interests? Describe feasible solutions your region can adopt to ensure the continued survival of this species. Justify your answers.

· Concluding paragraph 

· How can people and this species continue to coexist? Write a conclusion of what you learned about conservation and why it is important.
